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Blological Recdlng Fonrn

Che lsea Co l  lege ,  Un lvers l ty  o f  London
1 7 - 1 8  A o r i  |  1 9 8 5

Introductlqr

This Forum was a direct follow up to the seminar Biological bcdlng and the use of slte based
blo logical  In fonnat lon,  organized by the Bio logy Curatorsr  Group (BCG),  held on 15-14 Sepfember
1984 at  Leicester  Museum lsee BCG Newsle i ter  4 (2)  Supolement  19851.  Two of  the conclus lons of
that  meet ing were that  s teps should be taken to improve the f lnancia l  s l fuaf lon and status of
b io loglcal  recording,  and fhat  ln terested par t ies should co-operafe to reach agreed standards
of  recording,  s torage and ret r ieval  of  data.

The response fo fhese conclus ions was two-fo ld.  F i rs t ly ,  an approacn was made by Er ic
Greenwood (as Chalrman of  fhe Bio logy Curatorsr  Group),  fo  fhe L innean Soclety,  through i fs
Presldent  Professor  R J Berry,  lor  thel r  support  fn  br inging the problems of  b lo loglcal
reco rd lng  to  t he  a i t en f i on  o f  t hose  mos t  po l i t i ca l l y  ab le  t o  improve  the  s i t ua f l on .  The
Llnnean Society has a smal l  sub-commlt fee consider lng var ious mat fers of  Br i t lsh natura l
h l s to ry ,  I nc lud lng  fhe  wo rk  o f  na tu ra l  h l s to ry  soc le t i es  and  b io log i ca l  r eco rd ing .  l t  l s  f o r
th is  group that  Er ic  Greenwood has prepared a d iscussion paper on Blo loglcal  Recrding In +he
Unl ied Klngdc,  in  the hope that  th ls  might  prov ide a spur  fo the commlssioning of  a major
s tudy  o f  b i o log i ca l  r eco rd lng .  Such  a  s tudy  wou ld  l nc rease  the  unde rs fand ing  o f  t he  ro le  o f
b io log l ca l  r eco rd ing  l n  t h l s  coun t r y ,  and  hope fu l l y  secu re  g rea te r  f i nanc ia l  suppo r t  i n  t he
future.

The second in i t la t lve was taken by Paul  Hardlng,  of  *he Bio logical  Records Centre at  lv lonks Wood
(BRC) ,  l n  response  to  t he  need  fo r  a  p rac t l ca l  l ook  a t  t he  I nu fs  and  bo l f s ro f  b i o l og i ca l
recordlng.  Fol lowing h is  suggest ion,  an ad hoc group of  in terested par t ies met ,  in  December
1984,  to organlze a b io logical  recording forum. The forum was lntended to at t ract  as wide a
range  as  poss lb le  o f  peop le  i nvo l ved  i n  b io log i ca l  r eco rd ing ,  g i v i ng  t hem the  chance  to  d i scuss
the problems they faced and fo seek common solut lons.  For  th is  reason the sty le of  fhe forum
was fo be enf l re ly  d i f ferent  f rom convent lonal  conferences wl th celebr i ty  speakers.  l t  was
Intended that  the bulk of  the contr ibut lons would come f rom the oar+ic iDanis and fhaf  the
speakers would serve only as theme leaders to br ie f ly  out l ine ihe scope of  a d iscussion session
and act  as chai rman.  Each theme leader prov ided a prepr lnt  of  thel r  preseniat lon,  for
c l rcu lat lon pr ior  to  the meet ing,  to  ensure that  par t lc ipants vrere as wel l  prepared as
p o s s l b l e .

The Forum fook p lace under the jo inf  ausplces of  the Bio logy Curatorsf  Group and fhe Bio logical
Records Centre on 17-18 Apr i l  l9B5 at  Chelsea Col lege,  London.  There were 101 par t ic ipants,
the majorlty of whom, after a sorpwhat faltering start, made some contribution fo fhe
d i scuss ions  du r i ng  the  fwo  days .

That  fhe l0 l  par t lc ipants d id lndeed represent  the hoped for  wide range of  recordlng ln terests
i s  shown  by  t he  f l gu res  be low .



F l e l d  o f  w o r k

Itrsanrs and local reords enlres

Local museums wlth records centres
Local museums wlthout records centres
Other records centres
Nat lonal  museums
Museum Documenfaf lon Assoclation (ltOA)

Hf ldl lfe Oonservatlqr 26

County Nafura l  is tsr  Trusfs
Royal Soclety for Nafure Conservatlon (RSNC)

Nature Conservancy Councl | (NCC)

Marlne Conservaf ion Society
Internat lonal  Unlon for  the Conservat lon of

Nafure and Nafura l  Resources ( IUCN)

U r b a n  W i l d l l f e  G r o u o

5l

Number  o f  par t i c ipants

42
5
I
I
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Blologlcal Resds Centre/Naf lqral Recocdlng Schanps and Soclertles

Blo logical  Records Centre ( lTE Monks Wood) (BRC)

Nat lonal  Recordlng Schemes/Nat lonal  Blo logical  Soclet ies

Otlr*s 10

Fle ld Centres 3
Un lve rs l t l es  and  co l  l eges  3

Envl ronmenfal  consul fants 2
Pr i va fe  l nd i v l dua f  s  2

NB Some partlclpants represenfed more than one fleld of work or Interest, for Instance, both
trusts and record centres, or musoums and recordlng schemes.
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fh ls  repor t  on word-processor ,  and for  her  invaluable par t  In  deal lng wl th the domest lc
arrangements of ihe Forum. She received help from Henry Arnold and Brlan Eversham, to whom we
are a lso very gratefu l .

Char les  Copp

and

P a u l  H a r d l n g
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Oufm of the Fortm

The  Fo rum was  s f ruc tu red  a round  s l x  ma jo r  t hemes ,  w i t h  a  f i na l  sess lon  wh lch  p rov l s l ona l l y  was

to sum up ihe problems belng faced In b lo logtcal  recordlng and to look for  suggest ions for  a

way forward. Throughouf fhe Forum, the need for some mechanlsm fo arrlve at agreed formafs'

s tandards and procedures arose,  leading maln ly  to a cal l  for  work lng par+les and,  l f  possib le,

a handbook for  b lo logical  recording.  In  every sesslon l t  a lso became obvious that ,  as noted

du r l ng  the  Le i ces te r  Semina r ,  b i o l og l ca l  r eco rd ing  i s  woe fu l l y  unde r f l nanced  and  l ack lng  In

o f f l c l a l  s ta tus .

The need for a dlscrete body to take up these tasks was soon general ly agreed. After a meetlng

of  the theme leaders i t  was agreed that  fhe f ina l  session,  under Geof f  Stansf le ld,  should be an

at tenpt  to  set  up a prov ls ional  Nat ional  Federat lon for  Bio loglcal  Recording,  wl th a steer lng

commlt tee,  drawn in the f l rs t  lnstance f rom par t lc lpants at  the forum, and represent lng,  as far

as posslble, the range of Interests present.

For  thfs  reason Geof f  Stansf le ldrs summary of  the d iscusslon for  sesslon 7 is  Inc luded belovr

and not appended to the preprlnts as ls the case for al I other session reports.

B lo loq i ca l  Reco rd lno  Fo rum he ld  a+  che l sea  co l  l eqe .  London .  17 -18  Ap r i  |  1985 .

F ina l  d l scuss ion  and  conc lus lons

In moni tor lng the progress of  the Forum and the v iews expressed,  the organlzers of  the Forum
(ln ef fecf  the seven theme leaders)  fe l t  thaf  there was a consensus of  opln lon;  that  some k lnd

of  organizat lon was needed to coni lnue the work of  the Forum wi th regard to s tandards and

organiza+ion and to exchange ideas and exper lence.

In preparat lon for  fhe f lna l  sesslon,  Paul  Harding,  on behal f  o f  the organlzers,  puf  forward

for dlscusslon fhe proposal that the Forum should form the basis of a Natlonal Federatlcr fr

Blo loglcal  Reordlng,  to  prov lde a corporate grouplng of  people and organlzat lons wl th

Interests ln  common. l t  was a lso suggested that  a Steer ing Commlt tee be set  up,  drawn maln ly

f rom par t lc lpants In the Forum to Inc lude represenfat lon f rom the fo l lowlng:

Museums, local records centres and BCG
Volunfary conservat lon bodles and RSNC
Nature Conservancy Councf I
The Blo loglcal  Records Centre,  nat lonal  societ les

and nat lonal  recordlng schemes
The Museum Documentatlon Assoclatlon

In  t he  f l na l  sess lon ,  cha l red  by  Geo f f  S tans f i e l d ,  t he  f o l l ow lng  was  ag reed :

l .  That  a  Nat iona l  Federa f lon for  B lo log ica l  Record lng  shou ld  be  se t  up .

fo r  fhe  Naf iona l  Federa t ion  shou ld  be  made up o f  theThat a Steering Committee
f o l  l o w l n g  I n d l v i d u a l  s :

Char les Copp,  Ci ty  of  Br ls to l  Museum
Paul  Hardlng,  Bio loglcal  Records Centre

Andrew Roberts, Museum Documentatlon Assoclaflon
Henry Arnold, Blologlcal Records Centre/Manunal Soclefy



John Day, Worcestershlre Trusf for Nature Conservation
D a v i d  l r b l l o r ,  P a i s l e y  M u s e u m
Sfuar t  Crooks ,  L inco lnsh i re  and South  Humbers ide  Trus t  fo r  V . / i ld l i fe  Conserva t lon . /on

b e h a l f  o f  R S N C

A representative of the Nature Conservancy Counci I

The fo l  low ing  fe rms o f  re fe rence were  agreed:

1 .  To  prepare  a  repor t  o f  the  Forum fo r  d is t r ibu t ion  to  par t i c loanfs  and in te res ted
par t  i  es .

T o  b e g i n  w o r k  o n  a  H a n d b o o k  o n  B i o l o g i c a l  R e c o r d i n g ,  o n  t h e  l l n e s  d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e
Forum,  and,  I f  funds  and manpower  were  ava i lab le ,  to  p roduce the  Handbook.

To prepare  a  d ra t l  cons i l tu t lon  fo r  c l rcu la t lon  to  par t l c ipants  and o ther  in fe res ted
par t ies ,  w i th  a  v lew to  fo rmal  ra t i f i ca t ion  a t  a  fu r ther  meet lnq  to  be  convened dur lno
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  E a s t e r  V a c a t i o n  i n  1 9 8 6 .

To seek funds to cover fhe expenses of the Steerlng Conrmlttee.

5 .  To  produce,  w i th ln  the  fo r thcomlng year ,  two cop ies  o f  a  news le f fe r .  Suggest lons  fo r
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  l n c l u d e d  c a s e  h i s t o r l e s  o f  d l f f e r e n f  b l o l o g l c a l  r e c o r d s
c e n t r e s  a n d  a n  a n n o t a f e d  b l b l i o g r a p h y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  b i o l o g l c a l  r e c o r d i n g ,  w i t h
d e t a i  I  s  o f  a v a i  l a b i  I  l t v .

I t  was  recogn ized tha i  bo th  the  Nat iona l  Federa t ion  and fhe  Steer lng  Commi t tee  were  ad  hoc
bod ies  w l th  no  o f f l c ia l  s ta fus .  A lso  tha f  members  o f  the  Steer lng  Comml f tee  were  serv lng  as
I n d i v l d u a l  s ,  a n d  n o t  a s  o f f l c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t l v e s  o f  t h e i r  s p o n s o r l n g  o r g a n l z a t l o n s  o r
employers ,  a l though they  were  se lec ted  to  p resenf  the  v lews and exper ience o f  d l f fe ren t
bod ies .  l t  was  recogn ized tha t  the  Steer lng  Commi t tee  was au thor ized  to  co-op t  add l t iona l
members  and to  se t  up  work lng  par t ies  as  necessary  and des l rab le .

For  the  f ime be lng ,  Pau l  Hard ing  agreed to  accep i  cor respondence on  beha l f  o f  the  Steer lng
Comml t fee .  l f  funds  were  no t  ava i lab le  ln  the  fo rm o f  a  g ran+,  l i  was  agreed tha f  those
organ iza t lons  wh ich  were  in  a  pos l t lon  to  do  so  shou ld  be  asked to  make a  subscr lo t lon  or
donatfon to cover the costs for the forthcomlng year.

In  d iscuss ing  the  longer  te rm fu tu re  o f  the  Nat lona l  Federa t lon ,  Geof f  S tans f le ld  suggested
tha t  the  on ly  way fo rward  was fo r  l f  to  fee l  i t s  way .  The long te rm ob jec f lve  was to  secure
f lnance and suppor t  fo r  a  ne twork  o f  p roper ly  cons t l tu ted  loca l  b lo log lca l  records  cent res ,
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  n a f i o n a l l y  f l n a n c e d  c o - o r d l n a t l n g  b o d y .  T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b i l i f i e s  t o  b e
e x p l o r e d .  D i s c u s s i o n s  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h  a  w i d e  v a r l e f y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l n c l u d l n g
s f a t u t o r y  b o d i e s ,  v o l u n t a r y  b o d i e s ,  l o c a l  a u f h o r i f y  a s s o c l a t l o n s  a n d  p a r t l c u l a r l y  w i f h  t h e
Bio logy  Cura tors t  Group,  the  Roya l  Soc le ty  fo r  Nature  Conserva t lon  and fhe  Nature  Conservancy
Counc i l .  S ince  the  Le ices ter  Conference in  September  1984,  representa f ives  o f  fhe  BCG had been
seek ing  the  suppor t  o f  the  L innean Soc ie ty  and a  fu r ther  meet lng  was to  take  p lace  on  Fr lday ,
1 9  A p r i l  l 9 B 5 * .  T h e  p o s s i b l l i t y  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o  m a k e  s t a t u f o r y  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  b l o l o g i c a l
record ing  was one op t ion .  In  the  shor t  te rm,  a  g ran t  to  employ  a  research  ass ls ian t  on  a
cont rac t ,  wou ld  g rea t ly  fac i l i fa te  the  work  o f  the  Nat lona l  Federa i lon .

*  This meet ing took p lace at tended by a smal l  work ing par ty  (see p 39) .  Fur ther  d iscussions
w l l l  hope fu l l y  f ake  p lace  subsequen f  t o  t he  submlss ion  o f  E r l c  Greenwoodrs  documen f  ( see
I ntroduct i on ) .
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Preprlnts and Repa'ts of Dlscusslons

The or ig lnal  prepr ints  of  the Forum are reproduced together  wi th the summaries of  d iscusslon,

prepared by the theme leaders subsequent  to thei r  sessions.  The way in which the d lscusslons

are presented var les between theme leaders,  ref lect lng the d i f ferent  way they developed dur ing

each  sess lon .  The  d i scuss lon  i n  t he  f l na l  sess ion  was  g i ven  ove r  f o  t he  f o rma t i on  o f  t he

Na t l ona l  Fede ra t i on  f o r  B io log l ca l  Reco rd ing  and  was  the re fo re  so  d i f f e ren t  f r om the  o r l g i na l

prepr lnt  fhat  fhe repor t  has been inc luded as an in t roductory sect ion of  th is  work and not

fo l  l ow lng  the  p rep r i n t .
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Who

Report of dlscusslqr

A  b io log i ca l  r eco rd  mus t  cons i s t  o f  su f f i c i en t  e lemen ts  f o  answer  f ou r  ques f i ons :

What oroan i sm?

vouches for the record?

Where was the organism?

When was fhe organism found?

The flgure on page B demonstrates that many other elements of a record are lmportant- Some

elements are factual ,  o thers can be der ived f rorn the facts.  l t  is  the in ter- re lat ionshlp of

f ac t s ,  op in ions ,  concep ts  and  re la t l onsh ips  t ha f  make  the  es tab l l shmen t  o f  a  m ln imum s tanda rd

s o  d i f f i c u l t .

One approach suggested  was to  cons ider  two t ie rs  o f  records :  Pr ln r ry  records  be lng  those bas ic

I t e m s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h l c h  t h e  f l e l d  b l o l o g l s f  l s  r e q u e s f e d  f o  s u p p l y .  S e c o n d r y  r e c o r d s  b e l n g

add i t iona l  In fo rmat ion  wh lch  can be  der ived  or  in fe r red  f rom the  pr lmary  record  by  the  record

h o l d l n g  u n l t ,  o r  t h e  u s e r .

A further suggestion centred on ihe need for
t ransmit ted ( for  example,  befween record hold lng
mlgh t  be  d l f f e ren t  ( f o r  examp le ,  more  b r i e f )

or ig lnafors of  fhe records.

an agreed mln lmum standard for  data to be

un i t s ) ,  bu t  f ha t  t h i s  t r ansm lss lon  s tanda rd
than  the  m in lmum s tanda rd  requ l red  o f  t he

Hls for lca l  records  present  a  p rob lem when the  Where? and When? e lements  a re  absenf  o r  a re

imprec lse .  Dea l lng  w l th  these lmprec lse  records  ls  a  separa te  i ssue f rom the  need fo r  a

mln lmum s tandard  fo r  here  and now.  Recorders  may need io  be  educated ,  and conv inced o f  the

va lue  o f  records  w l th  s l igh t ly  more  de ta i l  than  they  have so  fa r  been accus fomed to .  The

d ls t lnc f ion  be tween record ing  and mapp lng  s t i l l  needs  to  be  emphas ized and the  separa t lon  o f
r r s i t e  r e c o r d l n g t r  a n d  r f s p e c l e s  r e c o r d l n g i l  s h o u l d  b e  s e e n  t o  b e  a r t i f l c a l  a n d  m l s l e a d l n g .

R e c o r d i n g  i s  a  s i n g l e  a c t l v i t y ;  t h e  e x t r a c t l o n  a n d  s e p a r a f i o n  o f  e l e m e n t s  w i t h l n  r e c o r d s ,  t o

prov ide  in fo rmat lon  abouf  s l tes  o r  about  spec les ,  shou ld  occur  once the  records  have been made

and stored.

P r o p o s a l s  f o r  l f e m s  f o  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  m i n i m u m  s f a n d a r d  i n c l u d e d  f h e  f o l l o i ' l n g :

Spec les  name

Col lector/Observer

Determiner  (and da te  o f  de termina i ion)

Loca l  i f y  name

Gr ld  re fe rence

V i ce-county

Date

Source



1 0

Several speakers suggested thaf the wheel was being re-invented and that what was needed was a
work ing par ty  to examlne record systems current ly  In  use ( the BRC Indlv idual  record card,  fhe
W a r w l c k s h l r e  M u s e u m r s t t p i n k  s l l p s r t a n d  W h l t e l e y  ( 1 9 8 3 )  w e r e  m e n t i o n e d ) .  T h e  w o r k l n g  p a r t y
should decide a standard,  or  ser les of  s+andards to sul t  vary ing condl t lons and needs,  to  be
put before the Forum, or its successor, next year.

Reference

Whlte ley,  D.  1985.  A survey of  specles recording schemes ln local  b io logical  records centres.
BCG Newsletter, 3 l7r, 370-408.


